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Literature is a combination of elements including the language 


America’s discovery was an error, when they across America. They thought they were in India, 


the nature calls them Indians, and the error goes with us till today. 


First settlers in America came from different background, such us: Spain, France, Germany, and 


Holland... 


Renaissance is what happened in Europe; the whole continent lived in total darkness. When 


Islam was in Indonesia, the rest of Europe was in what we called middle ages. 


Feudalism is a feudal society, is based on ownership of land, meaning the land that I own and 
anything on it is my property (including birds, animals and people).People can only get married 


with the blessing of their lord, but there was another power to the church 


The question was who was going to keep the power, the church or the lord, that lead the nation to 


total darkness. 


At the end of the 15" century, we have the first sign that Europe is waking up from a long 
slumber. Puritans were clever, they lead a huge number of people to education, they encourage 


education, and they had methodology to encourage people education. 
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Overview of 19" Century American Literature 


Brief Course Description 


The main objective of the course is to explore the major features that make up the literary tradition of 19 
Century America. The course will trace the development of this tradition, following in the wake of the major 
figures, literary trends and movements that gave birth to its main landmarks and thus established it as one that 
contributed to the heritage of world literature. In so doing the course will be set within a framework of development 


that focuses on such factors as influence, imitation, adaptation, and creativity. 


Since it is question of development, historical background is bound to claim an important share. It is; 
however, essential to stress from the outset that the course is in no way one of literary history and that its historical 


aspect does not go beyond the role of providing perspective. 


The course is deliberately entitled Overview of 19" century American Literature, as it can in no way be 
exhaustive. In its choice of texts it is; therefore, bound to be selective. It will focus essentially on literary figures and 
texts that are representative within the framework of overall development in terms of historical, social, cultural and 


literary aspects. 


The most valued ambition of the Overview is to succeed in using the course content as a kind of academic 
springboard towards wider horizons of literary interests. It will give the students an overall view of the field, and 


will allow them to consider a number of possible areas for further study or topics for research later in their studies. 
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Course Content 


> Introduction to the Early ‘Literature’ of the Colonies 
> The Revolution, Independence, and National Identity 


> Washington Irving (1783-1859) 


- Rip Van Winkle 


> Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-64) 


- Young Goodman Brown 


- Rappaccini’s Daughter 


> Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49) 


- The Philosophy of Composition 
- The Raven 

- Israfel 

- The Fall of the House Of Usher 


- The Cask of Amontillado 


> Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82) 


- Self-Reliance 


> Henry David Thoreau (1817-62) 


- Civil Disobedience 


> Walt Whitman (1819-92) 
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Cavalry Crossing a Ford 
Emily Dickinson (1830-86) 


| never lost as much but twice 

These are the days when birds come back 
Much madness is divinest sense 

Because | could not stop for death 


A narrow fellow in the grass 


Rip Van Winkle Washington Irving (1783-1859) 
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A Posthumous Writing of Diedrich Knickerbocker 


Historical context of 17" Dutch painting comes after a long period of war ,where people forget how to feel 
joy ,so when they get peace they got mad, a moment in Holland known for extravagance, a situation of 
extravagance is an abnormal situation becomes normal situation ,with this historical context and the situation of 
extravagance, we have an emergence of a strong religious awareness of the need to reform society ,a lot of priest 


decides to reform people and stop them from the extravagance , in religious terms it’s sin . 


After the end of the war between two countries, we have a war between religious people and sin, they travel 
around the country and tell people what to do and what to do not by writing sermons , the main objective of sermon 
is to persuade people to change they mind and attitude . There communication strategy was called Dutch genre 
painting ,it talks to you and it knows not only your language but it knows all your 5 receiving system . 17" Dutch 
painting teaches a religious lesson, it’s a proof so when we meet God it will be against them .We find always two 


factors: red color and gloomy weather. 


These paintings are a mirror of our five senses .There is a presentation of smell, fearing, touch, taste and 
seeing. It is a good example of didacticism but with art. Using the method of the central motif which is based on 
extravagance (we find a few people in the painting with food that is enough for hundred), not only food, we find one 


man surrounded with 10 women. 


Why do people fall in this extravagance, because they feel young? It has to do with human vanity, because we 
feel vain, we try to please ourselves with food, sex and with excesses without limit. Marry parties of old people, it’s 
a paradise, and it’s a central contradiction, meeting of two opposites: because all the young people who could be 


enjoying themselves have already died at war. 


The relation of Dutch genre painting and Rip van Winkle is in the mode of expression which is expression of 
teaching people a moral lesson , that something Rip Van have in common with Dutch genre painting, but not only 


that , the presence of the five senses. The five senses are present in Rip Van Winkle , he drink (taste) ,he sees people 
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((sight) ,he smells the pipe (smells) ,he touch the rock (touching).His five senses are fully awake , when he is a sleep 


for 20 years. 


The mountain scene is the central scene because it's a point of deduction between what happened before and 
after. What happens in the scene is Rip van Winkle is walking up to the mountain, it is very difficult to tell when he 
falls asleep, very difficult to tell dream from reality. What is important is dream has always a form of reality; dream 


is inside the world of dream. 


The first thing Rip Van Winkle notices is that the mountain in which he finds himself, remind him of some 
sort of amphitheatre. The mountain plays the role of frame in a painting; the second thing is the heavy clouds he 


notices in the sky, and an eagle which indicates that Rip Van Winkle has to be fully awake. 


Rip Van Winkle remembers a painting that belongs to a man of religion which the characters as similar to it, 


the purpose are that this painting has to teach a moral lesson. 


The scene of the mountain, it’s like a school, Rip Van Winkle has the chance to see but he doesn’t, when he 
comes back from this experience, he goes back to the same habit. The theme which is important in Rip Van Winkle 
is the change, when the change doesn’t occur in people, it does not occur, the whole nation has changed yet Rip Van 


Winkle remains exactly the same. 


In this journey Rip Van Winkle gets taste physically to see his abilities and mentally too. The narrator is a 
third person; he establishes reliability, because he gives historical facts. The author here has his voice answering 
who criticize him, people like Edgar Allan Poe who said that he is a thief, because the story exist in Germany and he 
put it in an American setting .Here we see the voice of author behind the narrator ,he takes it in a joke manner. 
Washington is going to teach us lesson from Rip Van Winkle, but it is done with technique covered with: sweets 


and spices. 


Dutch genre painting and Rip Van Winkle have the same motif; you cannot read Rip Van Winkle without 


thinking of Dutch genre painting, caricature also. 
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There are a lot of caricatures in the mountain, such as the short man that has a noise that is as big as his head 
and another like a sugar-loaf. Caricature in Rip Van Winkle is when he spends a whole day fishing even when he 
didn't get anything, just to be away from his wife. Another caricature is when he sits with his friends under the tree 
in the shade, and when the sun moves, they moved with it in the shade, this is the only way women of the village 


know time; they see where Rip Van Winkle is sitting. 


The story of Rip Van Winkle is like Ahl Al Kahf, in what way he is like AA/l al Kahf, the essential motif in Ah/ 
al Kahf a cave, people and a dog sleeping for a long time, dog they go to the cave and when they test if it's time to 
go back, Rip Van Winkle does not test, he went straight away to the village. The motifs are the same but the 
purpose is not. The moral lesson in Rip Van Winkle is no change acquires if it doesn’t change inside you, Rip Van 


Winkle didn’t change. “If you didn’t change yourself nothing will change you” 


The other character that classifies Rip Van Winkle as a sketch is the writing mode; the most narrative mode 
dominant in Rip Van Winkle is description. In the makeup of the sketch we are not dealing with a hero. Rip Van 
Winkle is an anti-hero, in the sense that he is like a hero of the picaresque tradition in Spain (this tradition uses a 
hero that is a clever and lies to survive (“Lazario De Tormés’’) in what way Rip Van Winkle is because he is like the 
man who has eyes but doesn't see, his five senses are fully alert when he is asleep, and he notices a marry party, a 


group of people playing nine pine with stones. How Rip Van Winkle is has eyes and does not see with them?. 


Rip van winkle when he wants to sleep he found a hole he goes back to his mother womb he wants to rebirth in 
a different way the theme if you don’t change he has 20 years to think either he is good or bad when he comes back 


he done the same old habit. 


It’s very often Rip Van Winkle is represented as the victim of a difficult wife, there is a time where lady van 
winkle’s tongue is the only instrument, the more she uses the more sharp it gets ,but we need to have some objective 
perspective ;in order to achieve it we have to look far away from Rip Van Winkle ,he is not a victim of his wife , he 
is rather a man with problem ,and because we live in a certain type of society ,we find it taboo to talk about it : 
homosexuality has existed with humanity since beginning . Rip Van Winkle suffers from psychological problem, 


when you look at him he is a Male but he is not a Man. 
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Freud represent human psychology saying that it consists of triangular structure in the middle we have the ego, 
in one side we have the superego and on the other side we have the libido .The ego in the middle is the agent of 
social norms, laws, criteria, these norms are created by society. In every one of us there is a battery, for Freud this 
battery is made up of sexual impulses that need to be executed all the time, but it doesn’t because it’s contorted by 


the super ego. 


The difficulty is that all of this is in the subconscious, it’s not the conscious level that we can control (happens 
in the underground part). Maniac is someone, who gives toe much freedom to his subconscious, it is energy and we 


choose how we channel it, it is the job of the ego and the control is the job of the Super ego. 


When the super ego is stronger than the ego, it’s called inhibition (feelings of fear or embarrassment that make 
it difficult for you to behave naturally) means the society decides for you and your personality is erased. When you 


allowed the Id to have a strong influence on the ego you become obsessed with things. 


The problem with Rip Van Winkle is that he lived in a society which you can’t use word taboo and say this is 
not a man ,but when we look at him in a distance and try to achieve a relative objectivity we discover that the first 
thing that strut you is before the mountain scene ,he has always problem with his wife ,she is always criticizing him 
and we are told something very important in details which is while she is criticizing him he is very popular with 
village’s women , they like him .When he comes back the first thing scars him is his wife ,and when they told him 
no no no she is your daughter he says thanks God ,in this mirror structure we need to understand that his daughter is 
still his wife .So his responsibility toward his wife is not the same toward his daughter .Moreover we are told when 
he goes to the mountain he chooses a position and he sleeps in a position which is the mother womb .When we talk 
about nature we talk about the mother nature ,when he goes back to the mother nature he attitudes like an impotent 
man, in Freudian psychology is someone who finds himself inadequate in society and he will try to do the 


following ,he will try to go back to the mother womb to be rebirth . 


One another important element in Rip Van Winkle is the notion of time. What does this tale us in relation to 
Rip Van Winkle the character one important thing, the notion of subjective and the notion of objective when you 


think of Rip Van Winkle, you ask Rip Van Winkle he doesn’t know, he doesn’t realize that he has slept for a long 
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period, but in the village of course people know. His perception is subjective while people in the village their 
perception is objective because they have a calendar, they see how important is time and how strong and being 


aware of it. 
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Caricature, definition and examples 


Caricature Definition 


Caricature is a device used in descriptive writing and visual arts where particular aspects of a subject are 
exaggerated to create a silly or comic effect. In other words, it can be defined as a plastic illustration, derisive 


drawing or a portrayal based on exaggeration of the natural features, which gives a humorous touch to the subject. 
Function of Caricature 


The caricature examples above have underlined the functions and role of caricature and how it has evolved in 
modern day literature. Coming up with novel ideas to explain oneself and the nature of the human race in general is 
not something new to the world. This sort of representation has been witnessed since the time when men lived in 


Caves. 


Caricature was introduced to the masses during the age of enlightenment and it bestowed the age it belongs to, 
with its subtlety and critical attitude. As a branch of modernism, it played a great role in expressing facts that were 
suppressed because of the conformists in the society at that point in time. It was a reminder for those who believed 


that the sword was mightier than the pen and it started being used as a visual expression of conventional society. 


17thcentury Dutch genre painting definition and samples 


History painting, which was unequivocally the most prestigious genre of painting until the mid-19th century, 
basically refers to scenes of important historical, allegorical, mythological and religious events and narratives. 
History painting had a certain style: it had to be big, it had to be momentous, and it had to be theatrical. It had to 


both tell a story and reflect the importance of that story. 


Keep in mind that scenes of everyday life have been painted throughout art history and across the globe, with 
examples appearing everywhere from Ancient Egypt to 17th century Japan. However, I’m talking about a specific 


Western genre tradition, to which the term ‘genre scenes’ (or scenes du genre) has been applied. This tradition 
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mainly grew out of 17th century Dutch Golden Age painting (although there was no Dutch term for “genre 
painting”, which comes from French) and spread across Europe from the 17th century onwards. By the 19th 


century, genre scenes were commonplace. 
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Didacticism definition and etymology. 


1650s, from French didactique, from Greek didaktikos "apt at teaching," from didaktos "taught," past participle 


of didaskein "teach," from PIE root *dens- "wisdom, to teach, learn." Related: Didactically; didacticism. 


Didactic/ism: something that is didactic is intended to teach people something, especially a moral lesson. 


Definition of a sketch as a literary genre. 


Sketch is what Washington wrote, it is a drawing that is done quickly with a lot of details, and it is a preparation 
for a more details painting or drawing. It is a basic outline to be developed later. Sketch is a genre of writing which 
depends to a large extent, what is it that distinguishes a sketch from a tale or a short story is first is the predominant 
of description , this is why Rip Van Winkle can easily classify as a sketch not a tale, not a short story, not a novella 


and not novel. 


Literary sketch, short prose narrative, often an entertaining account of some aspect of a culture written by 
someone within that culture for readers outside of it—for example, anecdotes of a traveler in India published in an 
English magazine. Informal in style, the sketch is less dramatic but more analytic and descriptive than the tale and 
the short story. A writer of a sketch maintains a chatty and familiar tone, understating his major points and 


suggesting, rather than stating, conclusions. 


One common variation of the sketch is the character sketch, a form of casual biography usually consisting of a 


series of anecdotes about a real or imaginary person.it’s based on a narrative mode 
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Young Goodman Brown Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-64) 


What happened in the story is similar to what happened to someone in real life, may be we’ll relate what 


happened in the story to facts in Hawthorne’s life. 


The devil’s advocate, conflict between good and evil. 


> Kevin (Kevin means (every man)) 

> Marry Anne. 

> John Milton (Satan). 

> Kevin’s mother is a very puritan woman, she’s very strict.( she is religious) 


> (Gainesville town where everything is good (day)). The central place is the church, 


> (New York the big apple (night)). 
All of this happens to deliver a moral message (place + time) 


The author uses names with meaning not just character with names. Marry Anne is the virgin, she was 


attracted by Satan not physically but because she is (pure religious). 


John Milton is a famous poet, his famous work is "Paradise lost", so in the film, we have a clear reference to 
paradise lost, Kevin and Marry represent Adam and Eve, nothing is innocent in the film, everything has a moral 
message. He’s a lawyer at the age of 30, who is very ambitious, ambitions has two facts: ambitious which has a 


human dimension, and ambition which is beyond what human can handle. 


Prayer in any religion is when you stop life and get out of it. Kevin saw the work of Satan in heaven 
(Gainesville), he takes of his ring, which is the divine union between a woman and a man. Ring is symbol to 


Shahrazad story. 
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Satan finds ambition without limit in Kevin. That we find in Goethe’s Faustus which is about Man’s power in 
life, is related to fortune, knowledge, authority, every time you have one of these, yon have control, the devil comes 
to Goethe’s Faustus and says what is it that you would like most ? He says power without limits (money, 


knowledge, authority...) the price is your soul. The end of this is a human being without soul is not a human being. 


(It’s similar when Kevin is in a disco to celebrate the winning of the case, the messenger of the devil (hell), he 
says that his carries in Gainesville is finished, you need to come to NY to join as, the decisive moment is when he 


saw a big, and this is similar to Goethe’s Faustus. 


The power of money, ambition, when he sees the check he said yes, the first thing he does is look at his wife. 
The first thing he does in NY is look at other women (They have a satanic look), this is the fall of Adam from 
heaven, the moment he loses his wife in the film he picks up his ring in the WC, the whole thing was a dream, and 
the Prayer is the moment of revise in life he goes back and refuses to defend the man, at the end his falling down 
symbolically, and turns and the devil says : I'll be expecting you on Monday, that’s life you meet Satan you win 


against him but it’s just a final win. 


— Allegory: Comes from religious text that common people understand “Parables” stories religious with 
moral objective”. It is a story, poem or painting in which the characters and events are symbols of something else. 
Allegory are often : moral, religious, or political object develop to communicate the subconscious we find in the 
middle dark ages between the 10 to 15 century, there was miracle plays and morality plays, people used to come and 


watch. The characteristic of these plays is miracles = religious miracles, morality = represent values. 


Everything we’re telling about today is didactic, this was common in the Middle Ages, and because it was 
addressed to a wide audience and people would come and go watch a play. The every man would be the central 
character and attracted by another man called lying, and another called honesty and theft. The characters are called 
according to vices and virtues and everyman is the central characters. This figure has to react to honesty and lying... 


etc, all the plays are the same but the characters vary. The purpose is for the audience to take some moral values. 
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In France, we have "la fontaine", it creates a new form of poetry, which is very simple, it has a very limits 
number of verses, the story is simple, the characters are usually animals or insects and new characteristic. In la 
fontaine is the summary of the morality, you only made to read the east time that teaches a moral lesson, the poetic 


style makes the message. 


Ibno al mokafaa uses animal to deliver a political message. 


When we talk about the middle ages, it is a long time of darkness for the western world, from the end of the 


9th century to the 15 century, 500 years of ignorance. 


Technically speaking, allegory is a lie, it lies to you like you’re parent, when they put medicine in honey, 
that’s the junction of it, it’s a lie but with objective, the most important thing in Allegory is to deliver a message, the 


purpose is didactic. 


Edgar Allan Poe praises Hawthorne because he uses unity of effect, when you choose an idea and the rest is 
subservient to it. The story is a tool, he chooses the idea and the rest just serves that idea, allegory is an idea 
dramatized by subservient elements (characters names, action... etc). All elements in Allegory are subservient to a 


central idea. 


This is an allegory in which Hawthorne criticizes Puritanism. 


Young Innocent “positive” ,lack experience, “idiot” , 
Good Initially goodness (you think of bad) 

Man Innocent + sin (we come from Adam/sin) 
Brown Black + red ( fire/ passion) 


Salem is like Gainesville, it is where puritans have a strong hold; it is a long history of abuse of religion. 


Innocence and sin: the history of Puritanism in relation to Man and Man’s position in the universe. 
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The word brown is used by the narrator to create this modern allegory vs. morality plays when good man 
brown went to the forest, faith also was attracted by the fire, because she also has passion and fire within her, she 
wears a pink ribbon (white + red), even though, her name is faith and she’s pure, she has fire which is in the red 


Ribbon. 


The most important thing in allegory is the idea, in the philosophy of composition, Edgar. A.Poe is against his 
contemporaries, he says: I can’t understand and how these people call themselves writers. E.A.Poe hated himself 
because he wasn’t rich enough to pay for survival of his ideas, at one point in his life he was forced to work as a 
hack writer( means you work for politicians, rich people) E.A.Poe insist of the fact that, in order to be a successful 
writer, the most important thing is : Unity of effect. Although, he criticized many writers, hawthorn, for him is an 
exception, because his writing is based on a central idea, and that idea is the most important from beginning to the 


end, the central idea is in young good man brown. 


Is that, you can be a good religions person, you can be virtuous. Faith in young good man is interesting 
because she’s mixture of white and red, and that ambivalence in the essence of society. The tragedy of Young 
Goodman brown is that he thinks that pure faith can exist, if you achieve 60% of faith in life, yon are successful, but 


you can never achieve 100% it is impossible. Life is struggle reach purity 


Tragedy again in Young Goodman Brown is also like most of us. 


Ex: I go to prostitutes but I don’t want my wife to do. 


I look at women but I don’t want my wife to do 


Kevin in the Devil’s Advocate, the first thing he does is to bite the apple. 


The same way that allegory in young good man brown is centered on evil idea, which is, faith in confrontation 
with vicissitudes of life. Faith is a conception, is abstract, but the test for faith is reality, this is why prophets are not 
angels. Medieval morality literature is like "Jamaa et fna", it is very basic what is important in morality plays is the 


basic structure is the same. 
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You can’t write an allegory without a central idea. 


Young good man brown is suffering from violence against himself, violence against his own identity, his own 
make —up, he is deep down his soul, he’s like the puritans, he’s a representative of Puritanism, which says(with 
Adam’s fall, we’re sinful) means, what even we do we’re sinful what young good man brown fails to understand is 
(the essence of his tragedy), life consists of a journey, in the journey you are put to the test, of you succeed in the 
test you win the hand of your princess, the princess in Young Goodman Brown is faith itself, from the moment 
young good man brown leaves his home there are six steps before the meeting with Satan, and before be sees his 


wife. 


The principle ingredient is an idea which is confrontation between sin and faith. In the same way charge our 
phones every right, we need to recharge our faith to keep it alive, to keep it bigger than the state of sin. That’s the 


central 


Morality plays Vs Allegory 


Morality plays are much simpler than allegory, simple with very few characters; the story is always very simple. 


The hero/the central character is always called common man/every man/ 


But this is a basic formula, but we can use cheese/mushrooms... etc) and that’s the difference between 


morality plays and allegory. 


— There’s very much young good man brown shores with romance, the basic structure is a journey, where 
someone is at home relaxed like Kevin, happy in a city of happiness. The center of the city is faith, in the Devil’s 
Advocate is church, and temptation comes. This is why Young Goodman Brown is interesting as an allegory, 
because the moment he leaves his home, he lives journey motif, he is at home and his beautiful princess is with him, 


his beautiful princess is symbolically called faith. 


So he has his wife and his faith, why did he want to go on a journey? This is what makes allegory interesting. 
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— When he goes to the ritual, he meets people who thought him religious. The most virtuous person is 
meeting Satan and the shock is when he saw his wife, even faith itself is there, his tragedy is that he doesn’t 
understand that it’s normal for everyone to commit and got through this test, just like the journey motif in a 
romance, you want to win the hand of your beautiful Princess, you have to go through the test, in a romance is 
usually physical, but in young good man brown romance goes one level higher, it goes up to the spiritual level "sin". 

If you admit that sin exist in everyone then you start fighting against it But what does young good man brown 
do? Instead of accepting this duality (a situation in which two opposite ideas of feelings exist at the same time) I’m 
faith, but I’m also sinful, I’m going to make white bigger than red. He becomes obsessed with the notion of Purity; 
he wants to be pure .The problem with young good man brown is that he does not come to term with himself, he 


does not accept it for himself, and even worse, he does not accept it for his wife. 


There are twelve pages in this story, in the first page, he hesitates, when he was close to faith, he does not 
accept temptation easily, and deliberates with himself. He’s like everyman puzzled between virtue and vice[ the 
plan of meeting the devil but hesitate. Like Kevin in Gainesville, he’s safe and innocent, in his home with faith but 
once he goes out he’s not anymore. He’s head is still with faith, in the contrary faith’s head is outside, which means 


it’s not strong faith, it is exposed to the wind 


If we think of the journey motif, and romance as a basic structure, but we said that this is a romance as but 
with a didactic message ( Young Goodman Brown ) with some kind of spiritual message. The journey motif in 
Young Goodman Brown is a journey between the village and the forest. In the village, we have people who are full 
of Faith (light), while the forest is dark, it is the world of instinct "animalistic instinct", in the center of the forest 
there’s a light, but a light, but a light that burns "fire". When he leaves the village there is six steps. He is living ina 
moment of sun set (the darkness is developing), darkness is warring (dramatic irony) is when you say something but 


you’re not fully aware of what you’re saying). 


The first hesitation: but put his bead back, after crossing the threshold, to exchange a parting kiss with his 


young wife". 
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The second hesitation: "being about to turn the corner by the meeting-house, he looked back and saw that the 


head of faith still peeping after him". 
He is transferring to her the melancholy in him, it is his what it sees in her. 


The third hesitate:"exchanging his show pace for a full stop, hearing rapt covenant by meeting them here, it is 


have scruples touching to the mater thou wot at of". |came[my purpose to turn where 


He wants to go back to his faith. Scruple: red line cannot cross. When his sure of himself he stops, his body 
and mind are in harmony, he does the reasoning while walking, he’s not hesitating anymore, and he’s deliberating. 
The fourth hesitation: "good man brown sat himself down on the stump of a tree and refused to go any farther". 


Again he is sure of what he is doing. What is interesting is in the first page there are two hesitations: the gap 


between them grow . 


The fifth hesitation: "but he had no power to retreat one stop nor to resist, even in thought". 


All the representatives of faith are present, when the spirit of his father and mother. The station reveals the 


truth of all people who suppose to be representatives of faith. 


The sixth hesitation: "faith, faith I cried the husband" look up to heaves and resist the wicked one". 


What happened is this after he deliberates with himself, he deliberates with his wife, and he tells her: "look 


up", let us reject sin, but because it is done within the frame of dream, we don’t know if it’s a dream or reality. 


The resolution is to resist the devil, from this point to the end of the story" we are told that young good man 


.brown come back to the village but with the darkness within him. He believes everyone in the village corrupt 


This is why Hawthorne is a master of didactic fiction, even by an enemy like. Edgar Allan Poe, because he 


manages to keep the subtlety of the message. 


His basic problem is that he accepted for himself what does not accept for others, he does not come to terms 


with his state of sinfulness. 
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— The journey motif can be seen in the name itself (Young Goodman Brown): 


Young: light, innocence, no sin, he’s still good but he is a man, and because he is a man, he’s sinful, brown is 


not a color it is confused color. 


Everything in the story is ambivalent; everything has double face, only when his in a pure state he’s not 


ambivalent. 


— We have 3nd person narrator in this fiction, he has an omnipresence yon can tell everything about the 


character. 


An allegory subtlety: is the key to everything, the heart of allegory is show as little as possible. Hawthorne’s 


grandfather (John H) was a member is the puritan community. 


In the history of America, Salem village is known of Puritanism this is why Hawthorne chooses Salem as a 


setting. 


Genre: tale narrative “telling” 


Orthodoxy: A widely accepted belief of theory is orthodoxy you could call the scientific theory of gravity 


orthodoxy, since it’s generally considered to be an established fact. 


The word orthodoxy comes from the Greek root words, orthos, which means right, true or straight, opinion, so 


orthodoxy describes the one true opinion. It’s most commonly used to talk about religious beliefs. 


Puritans tended to believe that the woods should be avoided for both practical and spiritual reasons practically 
speaking; the woods were a place that concealed the Native Americans who compromised the Puritan’s safety. 
Puritans had little understanding of the indigenous people’s spiritual beliefs and, thus dismissed them as devil 
worshipers; as a result, the woods were a place where a puritan should not stray to enter the woods as a symbolic act 
of exploring life act side the orthodoxy of Puritan belief, making it the perfect setting for young good man brown to 


put his faith to the rest. 
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Vicissitude of life: when you talk of the vicissitude of life, you’re talking (referring to the difficult times that 


Greek words : vicis : change] [we all go through: sickness, jobless, 


Page 23 


Rappaccini’s Daughter Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-64) 


A religious text, the only objective is to point out in the Satan. There are a lot of stories and the objective is to 
teach a lesson, it is a first step to understand allegory. Which has one objective is to choose an idea and give it all 


the ingredients that are necessary for the message to be delivered. 


Religion uses stories to deliver a message. = - 

Allegory vs. didactic : a form of fiction which delivers a message the objective is to teach some kindof —- 
lesson, it is similar to didactic texts, except that allegory is more subtle in message, a central idea, and all 
ingredients are channeled toward one objective. 


Rappaccini’s daughter: = - 


It reminds us of the tragedy of Doctor Faustus, but ghost Satan came to him and said you want Power? You 
can have power, power of money, authority and power of knowledge. What does Satan ask for change? His soul, 


just like what John Milton wants from Kevin (The Devil’s advocate) gives me your soul, and the rest is yours. 


Characters: 
Elisabeth 
Giovanni Beatrice 


Rappaccini Baglioni 


>» Elisabeth, the main character or the one behind everything. 

> Padua is the city of science. The heart of the city is university. Giovanni comes to Padua and sees Beatrice 
and falls in Love with her. 

> Baglioni has a link with Giovanni’s father, because he comes from the same village as Giovanni, he’s a man 
of science, there’s an origin link (they belong to the same village) Giovanni is in contact with Baglioni and in direct 
contact with Beatrice but no contact with Rappaccini/yet). His opinion about Rappaccini is second hand, it comes 


from Dr.Baglioni. 
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The relation between characters: 


We can start with names: 


Beatrice in western culture refers to a woman with a strong sense of purity and innocence, it is also a 
character in a very famous printing she’s called Beatrice De Cenci, she’s the central character in a painting. The 
artist in this painting portrays a young woman who was raped by her father and she takes revenge by killing both 


him and herself. 


Characters and their environment: 


The journey is from the city into the forest (young Goodman Brown), we come from world of light to 
darkness) this world of darkness has same form of light, but a light that burns (light of hell), just like in John Milton. 
Giovanni is a young man too/ the beginning of the story) he’s innocent but also without experience, and he comes to 
Padua seeking knowledge. In this he has similarity with DR.Baglioni and DR.Rappaccini, Both of them are 
scientists, in his search of the power of knowledge (like Dr.Faustus), he has to pay a price which is his human 
values and these human values are his Soul. If we look at his as the center of this tragedy, we will read it like this; a 
tragic character sees him strong but we see him strong with weakness, that’s what we call a tragic flaw. Giovanni’s 
tragic flaw is that he is inexperienced, he comes to seek knowledge but his weakness is the true objective of which 
he’s seeking knowledge. Is he seeking knowledge for everyone in the village, or for himself? What is his soul? His 
soul is his love for Beatrice the tragedy at the end of the story is that be prefers to sacrifice Beatrice and keep his 
position safe. How does this happen? In a figurative level we see that the first combat with Beatrice (the first time 
he sees that) is from a high (position) and that is significant. Is it a relation of love? Or who has authority? Beatrice 


is in conflict with all of the characters which happen to be all "men". 


Giovanni the tragedy character has to sell his soul for the devil in order to become strong, to achieve strength 


of knowledge. 


Setting: 
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The setting is important, when he comes to Padua his main goal was to go to university and seek knowledge. 
Dr. Rappaccini and Baglioni have this knowledge, they are two scientists, Baglioni plays the role of the father and 
protector of Giovanni, it is because there is a conflict between him and Rappaccini and he wants to prove that his 


position is higher Giovanni is a Puppet manipulated by Baglioni. Beatrice is a Puppet manipulated by Rappaccini. 


It is like a network, there is a manipulator and a manipulated, although, the degree is different both 


Rappaccini and Baglioni want to be Gods representatives on earth. 


Rappaccini garden: 


Rappaccini garden is the most important setting in the story, because it represents the garden of Eden, it is 
where the encounter between Adam and one accurse Adam is Giovanni, Eve is Beatrice and God is Rappaccini; But 
is he god on Satan? Hawthorne plays with the notion of ambivalence, the same character is god and Satan, exactly 
like John Milton in relation to Kevin. The relation between Rappaccini and the other characters appears when we go 
inside the garden. It is a controlled environment, Rappaccini has an advantage over all of them, it is Rappaccini 
playing with his science, and he creates something artificial inside this garden / frame) the central motif is a 
fountain, because it’s old, and there are a lot of plants. The climbing of the plant to the window remind Giovanni of 
snakes, in the garden he sees a lizard/it changes color) according to context, similar to Rappaccini (Satan changes 


color according to context). 


Giovanni plays it safe, he watches from the window and sees the best way to have a kiss but he discovers that 


a kiss will cost him his life. 


Beatrice is the only true character, all the others are hypocrites, all the other characters as chameleon ; change 
according to context, she’s the only one who doesn’t play it safe, she falls in love with him and says kiss me, be 


gives her the antidote and says if you drink this you will become Normal. 


Which means, when we say Normal, we have a norm. 
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The only one who is not like everybody is Beatrice, because she is poisoned and poisonous, the science of Dr. 
Rappaccini is Homeopathy (a Brand of medicine in which we use small portions of poison to cure diseases).He’s a 


controller; he likes to control everybody even controls poison. Her father/ Rappaccini) made her poisoned. 


From the day she was born he gave her small doses of poison, she grows up and she’s normal inside her 


father’s garden only if she goes outside she doesn’t fit in the she dies. 


Giovanni is abnormal, because he doesn’t fit in the garden, he has no poison in him, he meets her, he becomes 


poisoned, and she’s poisonous to him but poisoned by him (father). 


The ultimate message: 


Is Young Goodman Brown wants to be free, to be with other women, but he doesn’t accept it for his wife. 


Allegorically speaking, he accept for himself what he doesn’t for others, the tragedy of Giovanni is that he 
wants to be with her but be wants to keep his freedom in case he changes his mind. He wants her and his freedom 
and doesn’t want to give her the same choice. He doesn’t want to join her world; he wants to take her out side, by 


giving her the medicine. He becomes like Rappaccini. 


He’s also a little god, he wants to change her from her normality to his normality,. 


All this heads us to an allegory in which all human play the role of Dr. Faustus, everybody wants to manipulate 


one way or another. 


Elisabeth may be the manipulator or manipulate, maybe manipulator because she has the key to Paradise 


(garden), maybe she’s just a pimp. 


Male/ female conflict is an important way to look at the story, the male is always the manipulator Giovanni 


falls in love physically too, because he has to come down the stairs to the garden. 


The position of the window is important because he changes position when he falls in love with her, he was 


up. 
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Like Young Goodman Brown, Giovanni fails the big exam, 


The central theme in Rappaccini’s daughter is conflict between male and female. 


The central conflict is between normality and abnormality. The central character is Beatrice, because she’s 


exposed to the other characters, she’s manipulated. 


If we choose to read the story as a romance, Giovanni a countryside boy, come to the city and goes through 
the test, Rappaccini and Baglioni and Beatrice are agents of the test for Giovanni. In this context of journey motif, 
Giovanni is the central character, we’ll discuss his relation with Beatrice, Baglioni, Elizabeth who likes him because 
of his beauty and because of she’s old and can’t have him, wants to stay close to him by introducing him to a young 


lady (Beatrice...) 


The difference between Baglioni and Rappaccini, both of them seek power, but one has the power of 
domination (Rappaccini) role of god and wins to Satan because he likes to control everyone, but Baglioni has a 
strong position at university and the risk is to lose his job, he’s not as important as Rappaccini who has been 


preparing his daughter to take Baglioni’s position. 


The conflict between Baglioni and Beatrice, is a conflict of fear, he’s afraid that she’s going to take his job, his 


only obsession is his job. 


The end of the story, Baglioni is at the window, the position of winner changed but he’s winning the physical 
battle not the spiritual battle. Baglioni at the end of story lost his soul. The soul of all of this is Beatrice, when 
Hawthorn presented faith, she was not 100% faithful, same as Beatrice we couldn’t decide whether she’s poisoned 


or poisonous, she’s poisoned by her father but poisonous to others. 


Beatrice is a victim of an allegorical rape by her father, by giving her an identity that is not her, the relation 
between Beatrice and her father is like the relation between teacher and student in (The Devil’s advocate) he’s guilty 


of raping her spiritually. 
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When Giovanni. Comes down to kiss her, Rappaccini watching, he is Satan because he’s pushing them to an 


environment under his control (scientific control). 


We have someone in total harmony/ he’s poisonous) she’s (poisonous), like Young Goodman Brown, 


Giovanni does not grow up. 


The allegory is that he loses his soul (Beatrice). - 
The only one who doesn’t lose his soul is Beatrice, she dies physically but not spiritually, all the others lost - 


their soul. 


They’re tragic characters of their own Faustus desire to control others. Dr. Rappaccini sells his soul (Beatrice) to 


obtain the power of science; he lost his soul like Young Goodman Brown loses his Faith. 
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The Raven Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49) 


The beginning of 19 "century it was a revival of interest in the supernatural 
g g ry p 


From the beginning, the narrator (speaker) the narrator happens to be the speaker, because the poet wants to 
tell us a story in the style of Shahrazad, because in Shahrazad "once upon a time" is there create a distance between 
the reader and the time of telling. "Once upon mid night" the speaker wants to send us back to a moment of a story 


about to begin. 


Poe shows the hypocrisy, he is setting in his room, his beloved is in the hereafter, logically re a messenger 
from the other world, you’ll be happy not afraid; bringing you news about e women that yon love. But the equation 
is interesting : yes, I love you but stay where you and I stay where I’m Logically death should be happiness But the 
equation is interesting : yes, I love you but stay where you and I stay where I’m Logically death should be 


happiness, because if he dies, he enjoy his beloved. 


Plato’s allegory of the cave: 


metaphysical Physical 


This is the opposition between materialism and idealism, in terms of Greek philosophy. Plato says that the 
universe consists of physical. He explains it by his "allegory of cave" says that there were group of people chained 
to poles and facing wall. Behind them there’s fire, and every time the man brings them food. He walks behind them, 
they couldn’t see but they see his shadow of a physical reality, this is how Plato explains the physical and 
metaphysical, he says that he metaphysical is just a shadow. He refers the physical to an ideal reality and 
metaphysical is only a material reality. So the world we live in is only a reflection and a shadow of a physical 
reality, this is how Plato explains the physical and metaphysical, he says that the metaphysical is just a shadow. He 
refers to the physical to an ideal reality and metaphysical is only a material reality. So the world we live in is only a 


reflection and a shadow of an ideal reality that exists only in the world of goods. 
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In the term of form, the "ing" is life and uncertainty, the moment we reach certainty, it comes static like 


death. 


The narrator/speaker is also a romantic poet, how? Exactly like Roderick Usher, he doesn’t live in a village, 
the house seems to be in the middle of nature, , A man living in the middle of nature .”Nodding”: it gives us a state 
between dream and wakefulness "nearly napping" not napping: still a wake, he’s between two worlds, awake and 
sleeps.”Suddenly ...tapping” Poe is in love with this structure, he avoids the active form. The passive form allows 
him to keep things ambiguous. The repetition of words is to convince himself that it is happening as being in the 
not able to accept a visitor from the other world he sees this to "state between a wakefulness and sleep" this visitor 


himself "Only this and nothing more". 


Logically speaking, the bird comes on its own. Poe had the difficulty of choosing the kind of bird to use, a 


parrot is perfect because it can speak but a parrot is colorful and no melancholy in it. 


— explain the raven does not speak but makes sounds that are almost human, it is close to the purpose of 


beauty of pain when we lose someone. 


This is what Poe calls: Unity of effect. 


When the narrator/speaker opens the window he’s in subconscious, he’s in a moment like sleep. 


The fear he has in explaining of a metaphysical world. 


Anything the bird says, we know it is only the speaker’s fear projected in it. Whatever inside him is projected 


to the bird; it u a hallucination. 


It is interesting to see how E.A. Poe also his works land themselves to reading with comparison with a mode 
of art which is opera, it is called masquerade, it is based on the essential technique of wearing masks, just like The 
Cask of Amontillado where Montresor wears a mask and Fortunato wears a mask unfortunately, Fortunato makes us 


laugh and instead of being Fortunato as his name indicates, he’s rather unfortunate, it is like going to a party where 
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you’re wearing a mask, and it is an opportunity to behave any way you like because you’re real identity is hidden 
behind a mask. The link with the title is clear it is a sweet drink to have pleasure, but it turns a terrifying tragedy, 


it’s not a drink that we enjoy, it’s a headache we have the following morning. 


In the house of usher, we’re told that the feelings the narrator has when he sees the house of Usher, is like 
feeling someone has the following morning after taking opium, the headache, he hand over, the terrible wakening 


to frightening reality. 


We said that the camera never dies, but the narrator is under the effect of opium, in Islam we don’t need an 
intermediary between us and god (metaphysical), unlike Christianity (Poe believes in the metaphysical dimension). 


We don’t have access to the metaphysical, the role of a romantic poet. 


According to Poe is to put us in presence of God. 


According to the romantic poet, we can have access to the metaphysical world with symbols; it is used by the 


poet to create a bridge between two words, the physical and the metaphysical which are completely apart. 


The notion of perception means how we perceive; we said that with the 18" century and with the industrial 
revolution, and the progress of science... etc. Man came to believe that through the five senses. We can experience 
the world; we get to know the world through our five senses, but only the physical world. With the advance of the 


19" century, we have interest on what in beyond the physical. 


In order to perceive what is beyond the physical, we have an equation that the romantic poets in (Germany, 
France, England and later in the United states) the equation includes understand (reason) and imagination (fancy), if 
you want to perceive the world, you have to have understanding of the physical world and you need imagination to 
read the metaphysical, the levels of access to the metaphysical in Islam are wider. So perception depends on two 


things: understanding- imagination. 


Why Poe does use the words grotesque and arabesque? 
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He says that if you want to perceive the world, yon have to be opened to both channels the world, grotesque 
comes from the Latin grotte (cave) which refers us to people who lived in cave (grotte) and when we visit this 
caves, we find drawing of creatures that lived in that universe, these drawings tell us two things ; first one is how the 
cave man is able to perceive the environment around him, and second how they express what they perceived, the art 
of grotte is related to two things, cave man and children, two elements, perception and expression, the grotesque is 


about the ability of a rave man to perceive and to express. 


This notion of (receive and express) in The Fall of the House of Usher. He perceives the world around him 
with "as if’ his perception is always in The Raven, "raping", "tapping, "napping", he is always in a position of 


uncertainty, this is what perception is about, when we are between two states. 


The humor in The Cask of Amontillado lies in the fact that we laugh at Fortunato because he’s unfortunate 
but at the same time, our perception as readers has to go a level high, when we discover ourselves without a pants 
caught in an embarrassing situation, because we are as sadistic as the narrator, the narrator finds pleasure in making 
the killing process longer and in the end we discovers that we’re the killer’s accomplices, we find ourselves in a 


situation in which we cannot chose, we are trapped into adapting his attitude and the result is grotesque. 


Poe says that art is for art sake; we cannot write a story and use it to teach people, he says that if people want 
a lesson, they go to school, literature for him is not an excuse for something else, and literature is for itself. It is an 
independent entity, cannot be used to teach people lessons, he says that the main objective for literature is aesthetic 


value (Arabesque). 


Arabesque [arra bésk] 


1. Arts ornate design: an intricate and often symmetrical design, or style of design, incorporating curves, 


geometric patterns, leaves, flowers, and animal shapes 


2. Dance ballet posture: a ballet position in which the dancer stands on one leg with the other extended back and 


both arms stretched out, usually one forward and the other backward 
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3. Music with ornate melody: a piece of classical music characterized by decorative melody. 


The term is often applied to 19th-century compositions for solo piano. 


[Early 17th century. Via French from Italian arabesco ‘in the Arabian style’. ] 


The Islamic faith forbade the representation of people and animals; yet craftsmen created highly ornamented 
buildings by using geometric designs, floral arabesques, and Arabic calligraphy. The materials are glazed tile, wood 
joinery and parquetry, marble, mosaic, sandstone, stucco carving, and white marble inlaid with dark marbles and 


gemstones. 


Grotesque [gro tésk] 


1. Distorted: distorted, especially in a strange or disturbing way 


The flames cast grotesque shadows on the wall. 


2. Incongruous: seeming strange or ludicrous through being out of place or unexpected 


3. Arts blending realistic and fantastic: relating to or typical of a style of art that mixes the realistic and the 


fantastic 


n (plural grotesques) 


1. Arts art mixing realistic and fantastic: a style of art, especially in 16th-century Europe, in which 


representations of real and fantastic figures are mixed 


2. Arts grotesque artistic piece: a piece of art in the grotesque style 


3. Something grotesque: somebody or something considered to be grotesque 


[Mid-16th century. Via French grotesque from Italian grottesca ‘like a grotto’, from grotta ‘grotto’, referring to 


the fanciful wall paintings found in excavated Roman ruins 
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Israfel: Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49) 


We are in a clear reference to an angel with well-known in Islam and in the world. 
Israfel was one of the closest spirits to god. Poe tries to explain the metaphysical with physical. 


In raven, a spirit "doth dwell", he uses the emphasis of do, the spirit does exist, from the opening statement, 
taker it for granted a spirit exist. The spirit is at the middle, he structure chosen by the speaker is to take us to 


heaven because there was our origin. 


The word Israfel appears at the end of the first part, the stars that have the habit of signing those religious —- 


songs, when they hear Israfel, there’re all mute. 
Dwell = live 
Starts with environment then the subject, we move from the spiritual level = spirit (god design wells) 


Wildly = we are chosen to nature, we are prepared to leave the physical world to the metaphysical (spiritual) / 
passionately. In romanticism: mother nature and noble child. "Relation between child nature and society" in nature 


is normal; but in society is abnormal based on norm. 
The moon blushes with love, when she sees Israfel 
Choir = group of people singing in church. 


The word fire refers us to passion (physical) the speaker is a romantic poet, who tells us that if we want to 
know what happened above (metaphysical), we need to free ourselves from what is physical. He uses physical thing. 


That are apart of us to explain what unreachable metaphysical which is beyond our reach is. 
Unusual = Abnormal. 


Herd the spiritual sound 
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Giddy stars: they have listen to Israel’s sounds "hymns" 


"But... a star»: again using the symbol of a star linked to houri. 


"Therefore... long”: the attitude of Israfel to the song of people in the physical level because it is untmpassioned 


(hope, fire, the fire of passion). 


“the.... Mute”: ecstasy is the highest /level of joy. 


The role of the poet is not to sign only about joy, but to sign about everything grief: joy, hate... because the 


job of the poet is to translate the metaphysical to us (physical). 


"Yes heaven... ours»: Israfel lives in heaven, we live in a world of contradiction, Plato in his Ideal vs. 


material uses a flower to explain, when we see the strongest sunshine, it’s only a shadow. 


"If I could dwell...sky»: the sentence starts with "I" and finishes with "I". 


The structure of the poem, the speaker (romantic poet) tells us that he has access to the world of heaven, and 
in this world he knows someone called Israfel. He claims to know Israfel and his world. This is why we have the 


poem in steps of development. 


He first talks about Israfel in the 3™ person and goes to talk about Israfel and the world of Israfel. "But the 
skies..." he begins to talk about Israfel and the world of Israfel. The speaker tells us he know Israfel and talks to 


Israfel. 


“If I could dwell... the sky»: the first person and the 3" person become one. 


The speaker enters a heavenly universe and takes us with him. 


"Al Fatiha", throughout our lives, and we discover that Poe learned from Quran saying "by the name of 
god..." to enter the metaphysical world, and when we read this world, we talk to god directly, "The merciful, the 


ruler..." we mention all the elements to be with god, then we say "yon done we worship..." we talk to god. The first 


Page 36 


phrase is to enter the world of metaphysics, second you talk about god to yourself. Third you’re in presence, you use 


the second person "you" to talk to him. 


Israfel is just like "The Fatiha" in terms of structure. Israfel provide access to sensitiveness. Being sensitive 


is essential to any romantic poet. 


Roderick Usher does what Montresor does to Fortunato, from the day he receives his friend in his house 
(narrator). They read poetry — paint read more fiction (philosophy) which means that Roderick usher his friend to 


the metaphysical world just like the speaker in /srafel. 


.The only way to certainty is doubt = skepticism 


physical Metaphysical 


‘+ Languages 1 


Are different as 


Well as meanings. 


The innovation is a real problem for a writer to reach. 


In order to create beauty I don’t use beautiful thing ex: death is ugly theme and the reset is beautiful. 


Discourse must be reflecting of reality. 


Poe’s philosophy: A lot of people believe that they’re visited by spiritual to write about thing. It’s false, 


because you sit down, you think of ingredients that success you work, and this is inspiration. 


Stars are physical to explain to us a concept that we don’t understand a metaphysical moon get red when she 


sees Israfel of shine. 


The function of poet is to translate the metaphysical to what is physical, that very high. 
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The fall of the House of Usher 


The narrator tries to guide us to make use see what he tries to see, the camera never lies in this case. 


“During the whole... of Usher", this sentence sums up the whole story. Autumn in the story symbolically equals 
death, the end of a cycle, but we’ll probably see death as the end of a cycle and declaring the beginning of another 
one. The clouds hung oppressively low, the result is the same as Rip Winkle at the mountains and we have the 


cloud, "preparation for a dream structure ". 


From the first sentence we deal with a first person narrator, the camera he tells us never lies. He said: "I found 


myself", the camera is not lying yet, but we’re asking questions. 


He is projecting his feelings into the wall; instead of saying he’s sad, he says: "The melancholy house of 


Usher". 
He said spirit not body; he’s someone who believes in spirituality. 


He’s mixing both nature and society when he says "earthly sensation", we may be with nature or society: may 
be a sensation dictated by society, may be a sensation dictated by nature. He sees a house and has a feeling and tries 


to express his feeling. 


The house looks like a human face with eyes like windows, and plants grow face with eyes like windows, and 


plants growing up the wall. 


The speaker I (narrator) is aware of a watching eye "windows of the castle/house). Maybe someone watching 
and maybe the speaker inside the house is watching and seeing the whole situation the feeling he experienced is like 


someone who wakes up after taking opium (drug) that is the feeling he has when saw the house. 


In post fiction, sand plays an important part. The "sound" is connected with horror. 
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What we get in the introduction part, the narrator who is trying to explain phenomenon that sees part of nature, 
then he comes to the conclusion, then he comes to the conclusion, that this phenomenon can some time find no 


explanation. 


The narrator is struggling to understand what’s happening in the introduction paragraph, he question and try 


to answer and question again and try to answer... 


The narrator does not have a name; he is a mane of raison. 


Age of Raison: 


The romantic revolution is a new mind set, a new way to look at the world. The human being has value to 
first "me" is important (individualism). The biggest enemy of romantic revolution is regimented society; it rejects 


group and social establishment. 


All books that the narrator read to Rederick all metaphysical "supernatural". 


The narrator in The Fall of the House of Usher is a representative of age of raison, but he’s confronted with 
things which are metaphysical, and he needs to explain what he saw, the fact that he doesn’t have a name means that 


he’s only a representative (raison). He tries to explain the supernatural with nature. 


The fall of the House of Usher is a confrontation of a Romantic hero who rebels again established norms of 


society with the supernatural. 


We have someone who believes in raison, science, the power of science, who is the Seeing Eye and the 


experiencing I. 


Edgar Alan Poe was a master of the Romantic Movement; he’s extremist in his philosophy of composition. 


What Alan wants to fight is didacticism; he says that the role of literature is not to teach but to please. 


A short story has ingredients, and the first to write about are characteristics, in Edgar A. Poe the first 


characteristic is one setting. 
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When Rederick buries his sister he cannot tell if she’s dead or alive, everything is the story was told prom the 


fitter of narrator (I) his version. He use raison, he says maybe she was not dead she was just sick. 


"As if in the super human energy..." page 410 He stars the paragraph not sure. 


What is interesting in the choice of words and the choice of sentence structure and choice of method of report 
is that the narrator uses the sentence structure in the passive voice. He doesn’t want to use the active voice, he uses 
expressions to emphasize, he does not want to be accused of raison, if he uses a normal sentence structure he’ Il 


accept the supernatural, but he is a man of raison. "Ambiguity is the heart of fantastic". 


Horror fiction uses a number of ingredients to create an environment of horror. This kind of fiction depends 


on the attitude of readers. 


In the 18" century, the ingredient in gothic literature is the setting. The word gothic describes a specific type 


of architecture. 


Allan Poe uses a Parallel between the ground level and the underground level. The House of Usher has a 


ground level X. The House of Usher has a ground level X. 


The most important thing to remember about "The Fall of the House of Usher”’ is the fact that the narrator is 


unnamed persona and Usher has a name, and he is our Usher to our experience of a romantic environment. 


The fact that the narrator wrestles with what he sees by asking questions and giving answers, tells us that he 
is not satisfies with what the answers, because he asks further questions to try to reach a conclusion. As a 


representative of reason, explaining everything thanks to the intellect. 


The first thing he thinks about when he sees the house is being observed by his superego. The house looks 
like a human face, he describes it as eyes like windows and the plants around the house are like the hair. The front 
of the house is a personification of a human face, the house of usher is not only the house, but the family, when we 


say family, it has to be affiliated to society, but this house is not affiliated to anything. Even Rederick 
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Usher and his sister are not affiliated (married) except maybe for an illegitimate marriage between brother and 


sister, it is abnormal but natural. 
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The cask of Amontillado 


Setting : Characters 
Italy Fortunato: victim 
Catacomb Montresor: Murder 
Dust:night Luches: connoisseur. 


"The Cask of Amontillado" is a Gothic story. Told so years after it actually happened by the main character 
"Montresor", who confesses seeking revenge from a man and killing him. In this story, there is a lot of mystery. The 
narrator never tells us the raison why, he just say how, and from the way it was told "Montresor" the narrator 


doesn’t show any sym of regret. 


He was calm and ironic. That makes us wondering his state of mind then there is the setting and the plot, he 
made up to get his revenge. The narrator was without doubt a smart man that knew human nature very well, because 
he was able to manipulate his victim, his servant and even the readers at one point. And finally there is the question 


"Why now»? Why does he tell the story 50 years later? 


Amontillado: a kind of cherry, has a very high level of alcohol, but what characterizes it most is its sweet 


taste, it tastes like fruit, it goes to brain quickly and gives its effect quickly. 


In this context "the Cask of Amontillado" is a promise of pleasure, a type of pleasure a very expensive, rare 


pleasure. 


If we want to sum up the story of "the Cask of Amontillado", it is a story of revenge if you want to take 


revenge, you want to defend evil with evil itself, and it is one of the worst characteristics in human. 


We promised pleasure, yet we have revenge, Because the higher pleasure the worst the headache "opium". 


The title is a reference to comedy, but when we read we discover that it’s a very tragic comedy. 
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War is declared from the first sentence of the story. 


Step 1: you insult me. Step2: I decide to take revenge. Step 3: I invite you. Step 4: I decide/ I plan. 


— This is what’s interesting in Poe, he has a designed structure. 


We don’t have 3" person, we have a 1‘ person narrator. So Montresor is going to tell us the story of haw to 


take revenge. He plans the whale thing before it is executed. 


In western culture, there’s an old tradition of "Crime parfait" that means a crime which is so well planed, that 


no evidence are left to be caught. 


In a religious Christianity context, confession is important, you go to church, you set down, and confess to a 


priest who doesn’t see your identity, you tell him what you did. 


What’s in interesting about Poe is that he assigns us a job for the readers. He puts the readers in the position 


of a priest who listen to a confession. 


Poe doesn’t give answers in his story. 


Psychologically speaking, Poe doesn’t confess, he expiate, if you suffer from psychological repression for a 
long time, the explosion caused in the form of neurosis and lose contact with reality you either become 


psychologically deranged or a criminal of some sort. 


In Freudian terms, every one of us consist of 3 poles, the central pole is the Ego, and in everyone of us there 
is a battery, for Freud this battery is made up of sexual impulses that need to be exited all the time, but it doesn’t 


because it’s controlled by the super Ego. This super Ego is different depending on the cultural background. 


The difficulty is that all of this is in the subconscious, it’s not the conscious level that we can control (happens in 
the underground part). Maniac is someone, who gives toe much freedom to his subconscious, it is energy and we 


chase how we channel it, it is the job of the Ego and the control is the job of the Super ego. 


Page 43 


When the super ego is stronger than the ego, it’s called inhibition/feelings of fear or embarrassments that 


make it difficult for you to be have naturally) means the society decides for you and your personality is erased. 


Why the narrator is telling us the story? 


Because his sub conscious is full with the feeling that he has done something. 


The conclusion is that Montresor killed Fortunato, and many years later, the subconscious can’t keep that 


anymore and he explodes in the form of a story. This is the motive of the story to expiate. 


With Hawthorne, he puts us in the position of a priest listening to a confession, but Poe puts us in the position 
of a Psychologist. The reader has o listen to someone talking about his conflict that has been in the subconscious for 
many years but never crossed. The problem with Montresor is that he cannot format his conscious. The motive is to 


get it out of his Psyche. 


When we finish the story and look at the text carefully, we realize that the narrator suffers from a deeper 
disorder, not only he’s not religious, he doesn’t believe in confession, not he talk to expiate and get it out of his 
shoulders, if we look at the text Carefully at his short story, we discover that he wants us to be his accomplices, we 


ne not the priest, we’re not the psychologist, but his accomplices; we join a form of solidarity with him. 


People who find pleasure in making others suffer are called Sadistic. 


People who find pleasure in being hurt by others called Masochism. 


Voyeurism "Peeping Tom" is someone who finds send pleasure from secretly watching other people doing 
ts 
Poe reveals the voyeur in every one of us. We all have it, but it is controlled by the superego. When it 


becomes excessive, it is calls a mental disorder. 


The narrator is called Montresor with the influence of the Freud in Poe’s time. Fortunato but he’s a criminal, 


there is no unfortunate worst than buried alive. 
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What killed Fortunato is his vanity, Montresor tricked him. 


In everyone of us there’s a Fortunato, Montresor manipulates his victim by preparing the drink and he told 
the servant not to go to carnival because he’s going to be absent, but she’s going to be absent, they went to the 
house that’s empty for his perfect crime the victim, they start dinking, and uses the liquid in little dozes, it’s very 


slow at the beginning and then he started putting brick by brick.. 


We as readers become the seduction of his crime, we simply admit our voyeurism. 


Everything ugly happens underground, the criminal happens on the ground. Tragic irony is what happened to 
Fortunato when he said "I’m not going to die of a cough", Montresor knew he’s not going to die of a cough, because 
he’s going to kill him with joyful colors with the crime. The sounds made by the bells are a sign of death or 


celebration of the carnival. 


Literature for Edgar Allan Poe is Art for the sake of art; it is not to teach a moral lesson; it is not to teach a 
moral lesson. He says that what distinguishes human from other creatures is art, if there is no art; we’ll be just like 


the other creatures. The challenge for the writers is to find beauty in something not beauty. This is the art of him. 
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Civil Disobedience: Henry David Thoreau (1817-62) 


Anthology: in a compilation of texts which are representation of literature which belong to a specific country, 


an anthology is meant to give an idea or a sample about a huge body. 


America is an interesting case to study, in the history the transformation from America to United States is an 
interesting case to study, in terms of social organization, the essence of America is people coming to it for religious 


freedom, and today it is fighting religious freedom, the sight of essential things are lost. 


The puritans went to America to practice religious the way they wanted (it is their world view) the first thing 
they did was to exterminate Indians, because they had a different world view. Another interesting thing in study of 
America is the European prisons were full of criminals and the new world (America) needed muscles, so they were 
imported to America to be used as mercenaries by the puritans to exterminate the Indians. Puritans put a stone on 


someone who disagrees with them till he dies, or they put a letter A in their chests. 


When people went to America with mercantile interests, the most important thing they took with them is Ideas 


(education), in 1636 they opened the first public school, and in 1638 they build huge library, the first leaders of 


America, are people who governed the country, but when look at their back ground, they had a saying in 


philosophy, science, and every field of knowledge. Strong nation build organized community with laws. 


Ralf Emerson came with an idea of Transcendentalism, it comes from the verb to transcend which means to go 
high than a certain limit, it means there is no limit, this take us to Rip Van Winkle, if you don’t change what is in 
yourself, you cannot change anything. Transcendentalism is based on Individualism, unless the individual is free, 
you cannot build a free society. The problem is the leaders of America invented the notion of Democracy which 
says government of the people by the people, but the problem is that when 49 % disagree with 51%, it means that 


49% are going to be unhappy. 


Ralph Emerson criticizes democracy as being the worst system. Even if the majority 99%, and have 1% lift, it 


still worst. The individual is more important than the mass (majority) democracy can be a system which kills rather 
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than organize. How? Emerson believes that if you want to build the freedom of a community, you have to start with 


the freedom of the individual first. 


So Individualism is the basis of success for the democracy, otherwise it won’t work; he says even if you have 


a majority ruling, you have to respect the individual based on transcendentalism. 


The western world lived in a long night (darkness) and it didn’t wake up till 100 years later (Spain, France, 
Germany) from the 10" century till the 15" century. The Middle Ages was a dark time for the western world. The 
beginning of the 16" century is the beginning of a new day in human civilization America itself is a result of what 
happened in the renaissance because this period lead to scientific discoveries-geographic discoveries (including the 


discovering of America) — invention- progress of science... etc ,America is a product of "la renaissance". 


Imperialism is the extortion of the western civilization, to take resources from the rest of the world in order to 
be more power; going to America was a part of this plan. When we look at Washington Irving’s background, his 


family is rich merchants. The first thing they did was send him back to Scotland to continue his studies. 


In 1776, politically America was independent, but the true independence is when "American scholar" by 
Emerson was published, it was the cultural independence of America. 1776 America was still dependent on many 
countries, but the true renaissance which is actually naissance was based essentially on the American Scholar, in it 


Emerson insists on scholarship. 


"Civil disobedience» by Thoreau was writer because the American government made a huge mistake, is 


invaded Mexico. The history of imperialism repeats itself; they took resources in different countries. 


One of the crucial thing Puritans did was their desire of Uniformity, Which is the first thing Transcendentalism 


attacks. 


When we read "Self Reliance" by Emerson the key concept is rely on yourself, whatever you heart dictates 


you do it but within respect of democracy, keeping in mind that individuals have rights. 
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The essential things a gain is the notion of "tax" in America, they pay a lot of money on taxes, but they see 
where their money go in huge universities, big prisons, big institutions, all of this is financed by Tax payer meaning 
citizens. So when government doesn’t do what it supposes to do, the financing stops and this in "Civil 


Disobedience", Thoreau believes that the choice of going to war to Mexico is a wrong choice. 


Thoreau refused to pay taxes, the police take him to prison and then he writes about his experience, but he_ 


told him that, you can imprison me, but you can’t imprison my ideas. This is Transcendentalism, this movement was 


rejected by the American government, it didn’t last for long but it left a huge impact on the rest of the world. How? 
People heard about what Thoreau? did they follow him such as Martin L. king, and Gandhi who used non-violent 


disobedient; commune connection between Individual and over soul. 


is the twin sister on democracy. Emerson had only ideas, but Thoreau philosophy down it to earth and Oratory 


practiced it. 


Oratory allows democrats to deliver their message to the masses. People like Emerson and Thoreau, didn’t 
write for anthology or book, their non-fictional essays were to be delivered in the form of speech, because they 


wanted to have a direct impact. 


Non-fictional essays are dictated by reality, the come from reality and effect reality, it takes its ingredient with 


reality. 


Thoreau is the student of Emerson, Emerson was the master, he took ideas from him and put them into 


practice, he choose to write non-fictional essay. 


The first institution that Emerson attacks is the church, in the American period of renaissance, it was like 
extermination, his background wanted him to be a priest writing sermon the puritan church is a very small church in 


America, that believes there’s only one god. 


Civil disobedience was series of speeches writing, although it’s teaching, they do it, with skill, they do not use 


prescriptive style, they choose appropriate language. 
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The most important element in "Se/f Reliance" is individualism and individualism insists on the fact that, the 


human being is a member of society, he is an individual. 


Feudalism means; if I own a land, I own anything on it; those who are on it are for servitude, you are at my 


land, you are my servant, and you serve. 


— With Emerson, I’m a citizen; I pay taxes because as a citizen I make the government that governs me. If ’ma 


citizen it means my existence is under the authority of government. 


If I’m born slave, I don’t question my position. 


Emerson says that he wasn’t against church but against the church as an institution. 


We are in a society which is strong with its institution; the institution is strong en than the individual. 


Selfishness: is to think that you’re self is the center of every interest. 


Individualism: is the relationship between me and the institution of society. When we give our allegiance to 


society we forget our identity. 


Non fictional essay > Reality 


Civil Disobedience: 


Thoreau is 14 years younger than Emerson he was influence by his writing, he has his own version of 


transcendentalism. 


He was so close of exchange ideas he stayed in his house. 


He believes that friendship is very important: 
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- Relation between : Man — God 


Man — Nature 


Man — Man 


- He took individualism further than Emerson ~ more active. 

- He was rebellious; he was in jail because he didn’t pay taxes. 

- He put self reliance in action in this essay. 

- He fights: materialism, opportunism, hypocrisy. 

- His most essays were ignored for so many years. 

- Because of this writing: India, South Africa and USA become more active in civil right and they came more 
freedom. 

- He was against slavery and the Mexican war. 

- He decided to make his voice to be heard and go against the government (Not paying the taxes for 6years) 

- His movement is called passive resistance — None violence. 

- No law is more important than the law of conscience. 

- Minority should stand for themselves. 


- One person for him is already majority because he had god in his side. 
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Self Reliance: Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-82) 


/Do not seek outside yourself/ "Look within" 


1) The ultimate form of self reliance mastery lies in searching for answers on your own, relying 
on nothing external. 

2) You think for yourself rather than sheepishly accepting other people’s ideas. 

3) You value your individual experience over the knowledge gained from everything else. 

4) You value personal intuition because you know, relying on general opinions, you would end 
up a frail copy with no real self-worth. 

5) You know, the lock of conviction could not result in innovative ideas, but in accepting what 
you’ve been taught and identifying with it as a whole. 

6) You’re a unique individual who trusts his understands the profound power. 

7) You understand that staying true to yourself, doing what you think is right, is a necessity for 
true happiness you value authenticity and defend your stance in a world of mediocrity in order to 


keep ahead. 


- Reading is not enough, you must apply what makes sense to you and learn from it first-hand. 
- Ifyou don’t make up your mind, you inevitably end up believing the nonsense of others. 

- Their ignorance spreads avec to you. 

- Ideality forms your opinion on cots of research from reliable sources, sticking to facts, logic 


and persuasive arguments. 
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How to be self reliant: 


1- Assume responsibility. 

2- Inform yourself. 

3- You know when you’re going. 

4- You set Smart goals and pursue them. 


5- You make your own decisions. 


Smart: 


- Specific. 

- Measurable. 
- Achievable. 
- Relevant. 


2 Time-bound. 


Ralph W. Emerson American writer, he wrote poetry and essays, he was associated with Romanticism + father of 


— transcendentalism. Individualism is the central themes of American Romanticism. 


Essay: 


Essay is a nonfiction genre of literature it is a short composition that reflects the author’s outlook or point on a 


particular theme or subject usually written in prose. 


It can be analytical: analyses, provide evidence. 


Speculative: present theories and questions. 


Interpretative: explain your thoughts. 
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Important the man in these maif : 


- Individual authority. 
- Non-conformity. 
- Solitude and the community. 


- Spirituality. 


Individuality 


The essay focuses on 3 main principles < __—S— independence 


Praise of Nature 


Emerson starts his essay with a Latin phrase meaning "do not seek outside yourself" look within. 


The underlined sentences in the essay : 


"Trust thyself every heart vibrates to that iron string". 


— If you trust yourself, then you can truly be content in whatever you do or wherever you go. 


i] 


"Infancy conforms to nobody" 


— The age of childhood has genius about it, because children have a rebellious attitude. They have strong 
opinions they follow their minds. Through their non conformity they stand out. But the adults cannot realize how 


they are better than them. 


Human nature that is not corrupt is much valued. 


i] 


"He cumbers himself never...jail by his consciousness". 
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— Out of fear of bad consequences a human being imprison himself by his consciousness. 


The great voices are those that we hear in solitude but they disappear when we enter the real world .Solitude +  - 


Nature + Individual = (messes) 


"Whoso would be a man must be a non conformist". 


— The one who is going to be looked up to is the one who says his opinions out loud, he is rebellious. He rejects 


the oppression. 


Of * society # conformity # Calvinism (notion of predestination) 


* Religion # clergy intermediate between you and God. 


* The arts 4 imitation. 


* Culture 4 what is taught to us trough. 


Because they make us less man, they give supremacy to others where as everyone is born equal. 


" 


What I must doo is all that concerns me not what the people think". 


The individual must value his personal intuition, do not copy others or else you will end up behaving the 
nonsense of others the idea of God is possible to be felt through intuition and The individual has within him the 
manifestation of the divine spirit, if he is with a complete communion with his inner self in other words: each one of 


us represent the idea of the divine, the divine exist in every individual. 


“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin...nothing to do” 


— True self reliance means being completely original and spontaneous, following one’s heart and not pre- 
established ideas and also do not worry about being consistent with our own previous ideas, it is fine to be 


misunderstood. Because they com contradict. 
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"An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man" 


— What he meant was organizations ore shaped by one person usually the person in charge. Emerson was 


portraying what a leader does in his mind. 


- One should make the effort and work hard to discover his faculties and know his worth. 


"Discontent is the want of self reliance: it is infirmity of will" 


— Persons who are not able to be satisfied with their lives are dependent upon others, when they are unhappy 


with their lives, their unhappiness can itself become a hindrance to making their lives better. 


—The inability to have pleasure in the good aspects of life can lead our life to get worse. 


"Nothing can bring you peace but yourself Nothing can bring you peace but he triumph of principle" 


— The inner self is the embodiment of God. 


— Main motto is triumph of principles. It is a bliss for us .These are all the principles Americans should work 


with according to the transcendentalist Emerson. 


Page 55 


I never lost as much but twice Emily Dickinson (1830-86) 


To understand the real wraith that Emily Dickenson contribution made to the American culture in general, we 
have to imagine someone in the little village in the Atlas Mountain with no contact with outside world .She lived 


in a very small conservative village. 


Emily Dickenson as a woman caused a local revolution ,this is how we understand the contribution of Emily 
Dickenson .The most important thing is that she growths up in a strong religious community and what does she 
do that marks his difference and similarity : she falls in love with a married priest ,and she loves him still much 
that she never loves anybody else after his death, so when he dies she feels that God has stolen something very 


important in her life . 


Her first enemy is God but of course her poetry is about nature, democracy, love, God, spirituality, 
metaphysics...etc. The God who is her enemy is the God of the church, and she insist that the God of the church 
is a big Lie ,but her community like our community today , when we talk about an institution like religion 


people confused between the establishment and the commune with God . 


In many of her poems she said that: The only way to have a claims of what God is to see what God has 
created (by looking to nature), and when we look at her poems we see that she pays attention to every small 
details: when she describes the interaction between a bee and a flower, that is a something that only people who 
have grown up in country side know it well, but she describes it very well so that she becomes like the poet in 


Israfel. 


The most important thing we need to remember in /srafel is the role of a romantic poet, the role of a romantic 
poet is like the role of translator, he creates a mirror reflection of God and the angels of God. None can reach 
God if you don’t have an understanding of the opposition between the physical and he metaphysical (the role of 
the poet is to make the metaphysical accessible). Actually this is the heart of Emily Dickenson in poetry; her 
poetry is a translation of elements of spirituality that we cannot see in nature. Her first poem in strongly impacted 


by her personal experience when she said: 
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I never lost as much but twice, 
And that was in the sod. 
Twice have I stood a beggar 
Before the door of God! 
Angels--twice descending 
Reimbursed my store--- 
Burglar! Banker--Father! 
I am poor once more! 
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She falls in love with a man that man dies. 


On the technical level, the most important thing that we discover with Emily Dickenson and with Walt 


Whitman is the creation of meaning with images, when she said: 


” Tnever lost as much but twice and that was in the sod”: when people died we put them in the sod/earth. 


When she lost the object of her love, she became a burglar, nothing, she has lost everything but she is 


absolutely certain that she is a burglar only in relation to God nobody else. 


“Angels--twice descending -Reimbursed my store’: here she takes us from the sod to the world of 


angel/spirituality 


The language she is using is the language of transaction; the language of economics she is talking about 


reimbursed but her store; again when we are alive we think: we accurate position and we keep them in a store 


“Burglar, banker, father”: three words not a sentence or a phrase. 


I’m poor once more: because God is the burglar; when you lose a dear person you feel that God has stolen 
something from you. But immediately her perception of the relationship that human being has with God ,is that 


God takes away from you just to keep it as a banker. 
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The language of economics that she is using ,a banker takes money from you just to give you interest 


God take it from you is only to pay back in something better in a way of a father. 


“T’m poor once more”: I’m the richest in my position as human being. 


In his section we see how Emily Dickenson was interested in themes of spirituality. 


These are the days when birds comes back 


These are the days when Birds come back-- 
A very few--a Bird or two-- 
To take a backward look. 
These are the days when skies resume 
The old--old sophistries of June-- 
A blue and gold mistake. 
Oh fraud that cannot cheat the Bee-- 
Almost thy plausibility 


Induces my belief. 


Till ranks of seeds their witness bear-- 
And softly thro' the altered air 


Hurries a timid leaf. 


Oh sacrament of summer days, 
Oh Last Communion in the Haze-- 
Permit a child to join. 

Thy sacred emblems to partake-- 
Thy consecrated bread to take 
And thine immortal wine! 
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So if 
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“These are the days when birds comes back”: it’s very simple, it is a descriptive poem that shows us that the 


speaker is like the young artist who is in close attachment with nature, someone who is like the young artist who 
is in total harmony with natural environment .This shows us the role of the artist is not only to translate what is 


metaphysical but also to says that the physical is a reflection of the metaphysical. 


“These are the days when birds comes back”: a very few birds comes back, she is describing a period in the 


year ,at the end of the summer when people think that the summer is going to start again ,this is what American 
calls Indian summer ,and here we have nature playing with its elements .Birds usually travel to hot countries 
when it gets cold ,but some birds comes back they think that summer is not yet over .You need to be in close to 


nature to really understand that summer is over. 


t4 


These are the days when skies resume the old -old sophistries of June a blue and gold mistake”: the color is 


blue exactly as the blue sky of summer. 


66 


Oh fraud that cannot cheat the Bee almost thy plausibility induces my belief”: if you are as close to nature as 


a bee is, you cannot be misleading by an Indian summer because you will know that summer has gone over. 


“Till ranks of seeds their witness bear and softly thro’ the altered air hurries a timid leaf”: how do we know 


summer is coming, the first sign is when we have seeds on the earth that’s the real sign, you have to be so close 


to nature in order no notice that. 


“Oh sacrament of summer days, Oh last communion in the haze, permit a child to join”: here we have 


immediate switch from the language from the interaction between man and nature and interaction between man 
and God, the word communion and not communication between people, in the context of western culture, when 


we mention the word child we always think of Child Jesus. 


Co 


Thy sacred emblems to partake, thy consecrated bread to take, and thine immortal wine”: the nature is the 


place where you can see God through his creation, again in context of Christianity symbols; the Jesus body to the 


bread and the blood of Jesus is wine. 
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Much Madness is divinest Sense 
Much Madness is divinest Sense 
To a discerning Eye-- 
Much Sense — the starkest Madness-- 
' Tis the Majority 
In this, as All, prevail-- 
Assent--and you are sane-- 


Demur--you're straightway dangerous-- 


And handled with a Chain-- 


8 2A fe 8 2k 2g 2s 2K 2k 2s 2k 2k 2 2K 2k 2 2K 2k 2 2 2 2s 2K 2K ok 


“Much Madness is divinest Sense[...|— the starkest Madness-' Tis the Majority “: if you are the craziest person 


you have raison ,society decides who is mad and who is not. 


”To a discerning Eye-Much Sense “: refers to someone who discerning what is normal and what is abnormal, the 


majority decides ;for a romantic poet there is no difference. 


Because I could not stop for Death 
Because I could not stop for Death-- 
He kindly stopped for me-- 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves-- 


And Immortality. 


We slowly drove--He knew no haste 
And I had put away 
My labor and my leisure too, 


For His Civility-- 
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We passed the School, where Children strove 
At Recess--in the Ring-- 
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain-- 


We passed the Setting Sun-- 


Or rather--He passed Us-- 
The Dews drew quivering and chill-- 
For only Gossamer, my Gown-- 


My Tippet--only Tulle-- 


We paused before a House that seemed 
A Swelling of the Ground-- 
The Roof was scarcely visible-- 


The Cornice--in the Ground-- 


Since then--'tis Centuries--and yet 
Feels shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses Heads 


Were toward Eternity— 


“Because I could not stop for Death” : the personification of the death as a prince, the speaker says as a human 


being we don’t have time to die ,death is a gentle person, he comes to invite you to the death. 


“He kindly stopped for me”: death becomes a person 


“The carriage held but just ourselves and immorality”: the moment you’re born you start dying ,the moment you 


die you never die ,you enter the world of immortality .this gentle companion with a horse ,the horse carrying the 


death person to the destination of immortality. 
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“We slowly drove — he knew no haste and I had put away _my labor and my leisure too, for His civility”: time 


has a different value always runs out but in immortality there is no end. Death with Emily is a gentleman. 


“We passed the School, where Children strove- At Recess--in the Ring-- We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain-- 


We passed the Setting Sun’: examples from life of someone who has acute sense of observation ,how do we 


remember the big marks in human existence ,the speaker stops at the moment where students were taking a recess 
between classes ,in the country side where grain is growing and we passed the setting sun the end of one union of 


existence which is one day (sun rise to sun set ). 


ce 


Or rather--He passed us--The Dews drew quivering and chill—For only Gossamer, my Gown--My Tippet— 
Only Tulle”: immediately as I’m naked body I started feeling the chill (the cold of this position). 


“We paused before a House that seemed A Swelling of the Ground--The Roof was scarcely visible--The 
Cornice—in the Ground”: the speaker talking about the final house where everyone sleeps, not always well 
structure after time. 


“Since then--'tis Centuries--and yet-Feels shorter than the Day”: the notion of time, immortality is not measured 
as the same way measured in physical world. 


“T first surmised the Horses Heads-Were toward Eternity“ : she creates the notion of perspective ,it is a long 
journey going on to the eternity started from the physical eyes of the body can only see horse’s head . 


A narrow Fellow in the Grass 
A narrow Fellow in the Grass 
Occasionally rides-- 

You may have met Him--did you not 


His notice sudden is-- 


The Grass divides as with a Comb-- 
A spotted shaft is seen-- 
And then it closes at your feet 


And opens further on-- 
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He likes a Boggy Acre 
A floor too cool for Corn-- 
Yet when a Boy, and Barefoot-- 

I more than once at Noon 
Have passed, I thought, a Whiplash 
Unbraiding in the Sun 
When stopping to secure it 


It wrinkled, and was gone-- 


Several of Nature's People 
I know, and they know me-- 
I feel for them a transport 


Of cordiality— 


But never met this Fellow 
Attended, or alone 
Without a tighter breathing 


And Zero at the Bone— 
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A narrow Fellow in the Grass-Occasionally rides--You may have met Him--did you not-His notice sudden is”: 


The speaker in this poem is a woman who has growth in a very close link with nature, and describes a situation 
when you see a snake you have a zero at the knees .the personification of the snake when you have met Him he 
notice is sudden. 


“The Grass divides as with a Comb--A spotted shaft is seen--And then it closes at your feet-And opens further 


on”: you never see the snake but only the little opening in the grass before it get close again ,only someone who is 
so close to nature can give you this description and notice a snake close to the feet and immediately gone. 


“ He likes a Boggy Acre”: personification of the snake, a person who is close to nature can tell you that best places 
where to find a snake is where you can find water. 
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oe 


‘A floor too cool for Corn--Yet when a Boy, and Barefoot--I more than once at Noon-Have- passed, I thought, a 


Whiplash-Unbraiding in the Sun-When stopping to secure it-It wrinkled, and was gone”: The movement of the 


sneak was like a whiplash. 


“Several of Nature's People-I know, and they know me”: the communities of romantic poet are people know what 


nature is and the child of nature. 


“I feel for them a transport-Of cordiality”: we belong to the same community, same attitude. 


“But never met this Fellow -Attended, or alone-Without a tighter breathing-And Zero at the Bone-“: obviously 
what we are dealing with here is someone who sees a snake automatically he is scared and tighter breathing and 


your knees can’t stand anymore. 
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Cavalry Crossing a Ford: watt Whitman (1819-92) 


One of the most techniques developed by Walt Whitman is called images, he tries to create images with words, 


the objective in Whitman’s poems is to visualize (mentally). 
The word “men” is in the middle of the poem (in the center) in contact with nature. 
Scarlet and blue and snowy white: the American flag. 


The central theme in the poem is transcendentalism in which the central confrontation is between the individual 


and institutions, it believes is that the man is the center of the Universe. 
How the confrontation is visualized in the poem? It’s visualized through the creation of scenes. 
When the institution becomes strong, the individual loses his impact; he becomes sub-servant to the institution. 


Instead of seeing human being, we see a line, because camera represented as a scene. We see a line which is a 


symbol of uniform established by an institution which is the army, everyone wears the same thing. 


The camera is standing in a distance watching a scene, and this is the speaker in the poem, it is important in term 
of angle where do we view the scene from the speaker is a romantic poet who can discover the problem which is the 
confrontation between individual and institution. The individual loses the battle with institution because he’s under 


authority of it when he is in society. 


The representation of nature is through water, and water has a purifying effect, but also has a liberating effect. 
When the horses enter water, they take a serpentine course; they are no longer going straight to avoid the little 


islands. 


Everything in them is a representation of institution rather than individual. Hey lose their identity and become 


just symbols. 
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The interesting thing is that human on horseback are uniform but horses are horses, they stopped to drink. As 


soon as they enter water and a have a contact with nature we hear the word men for the first time. 


When they’re seen as individuals they are only representations of institution, when they go to water they are no 


longer in a line which is a symbol of uniformity. 


Their identity is completely lost for the American flag. 


They’re only carrying of the American flag; they are representative of the American government. The individual 


doesn’t exist anymore. 


In this scene we have a summary of transcendentalism and individualism, the individual in contact with nature is 
an individual, the individual outside nature and in contact with institution, they are no more identify, the 


individuality is crushed . 


The importance of a poem like this is that you can choose your eyes and imagine the scene. 
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